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It is_gplyrefter Moses enters' the presel
Lord, manifested in the burning busk
to face with God that he is sent to bring out the p
from slavery and se them free from | ndage,
that they can do what they Ilke but to be led t
place where Moses encountered God SO that the
worship. The emancipation from slavery throu
blood of the Passover lamb and death of the flrs
was not about milk and honey, or buying big houses
the Promised Land, or to live happily ever after. It was
about being reconnected to the Lord through a face'to
face encounter with the Lord and worship. So the Feast
of Passover celebrates their liberation.

ana ha

Fifty days later they find themselves standing at the
foot of Mount Sinai. God had descended to earth to
dwell and be with them. The mountain was glowing on
fire with the presence of His glory. That is when they
have their encounter with the Lord. So that when they
celebrate the Feast of the Harvest they are celebrating
their encounter with God. It was called the Feast
of the Harvest, inferring that the Passover was the
seed. It was the Greeks who called it Pentecost which
means fifty days. What is important to understand is
this. It is possible to experience the Passover (or the
cross because the crucifixion took place at Passover)
without experiencing Pentecost; but it is impossible to
experience Pentecost without the cross. It is impossible
to experience Pentecost without killing the lamb of the
Passover.

From the Old Testament, we realise that the day of
Pentecost was coming for thousands of years. Yet when

a procession as in a
sound from heaven followed
o ngues of fire descended on
he soun wmd or fire.
‘description tW|ce before: once at
the second WItthluah also at Mount
he first mga inai, h'i.ch was fifty days from
ion from slavery, the people rejected to have
re atlons ip with God They were afraid of the
d, wmd and4 flreiand loud voice of God and said
Vioses, “We do not want God to speak to us directly.
eak to Him, and whatever He says we will do.”
ie second time the procession was the same, but
God’s voice came as a whisper to Elijah, and it was so
ever since that first rejection. So it is with the Holy Spirit
ich is the indwelling of God’s presence and authority
in us and with us. If you wish to hear God’s voice, you
have to be sensitive and quiet hearted, not generating
so much noise in your head so as to be incapable of
hearing anything.

was not Ir

The people who arrived at Mount Sinai fifty days after
the Passover, were liberated slaves who rejected the
voice of their king and received the law on tablets of
stone and there, in no man’s land they were consecrated
as the nation of God. But in the New Testament, fifty
days after the Cross, at Pentecost the presence of God
came to establish His throne in the heart of men: to
remove our heart of stone and replace it with a heart of
flesh and to write his law this time on our new heartst.
Being under the blood of the Cross consecrates a nation
of faith; Pentecost is the consecration of the King who
came to claim His place in our hearts and establish His
authority. He sits on His throne which we raise in our
praises and proclaims His Kingdom. He seals us as His
own and protects us.
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