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| Afshin Latifzadeh

There are certain moments in our lives that contrary to
our expectations we hit the wall and we legitimately feel
we have irrationally and badly been mistreated. It seems
that justice has been swollen up by the incomprehensible
and irresistible waves of chaos. Certainly the story of
Jephthah’s daughter fits in this category. Her dad after
a victory over God’s enemies vowed to offer whoever
he sees first as a burnt offering when he returns home.
Regardless of the legitimacy of his vow, the reaction of
his daughter caught our attention.

The text does not give us her name. She is a nameless
character whose identity is bound by her bloodline to
her dad. She is a nameless entity who had to accept
the consequence of somebody else’s decision in her life
and shockingly this decision is related to a vow given to
God. To accept the destructive waves of life when you
are on the receiving end is simply unbearable. She first
came out with joy to rejoice in somebody else’s victory
but the other brought her an imminent destruction. But,
amazingly she changed her imposed victim like situation
to a conscious voluntary one. She suddenly became a
martyr rather than a victim. She became an owner and
author of her situation. Despite the apparent victimisation
of her story, she chose to be consciously part of the
chaotic waves of her life. Therefore, she is not merely
the victim of other’s decision, but an active participant of

her tragic story. In fact victims and martyrs are both the
effects of bad causes and decisions. According to the
text she asked her dad to give her two months to weep on
the mountainous areas for her virginity with her friends
which shows that the tragic journey of victimisation is not
a lonely one. She had enough time to change her mind
and ran away. But surprisingly she returned to her dad
after giving enough thought.®

There are enough evidences in this story to display the
passion of our Lord Jesus Christ. Like this girl our Lord
was the only child of his Father (verse 34). He also had
enough time to think about his destiny and certainly the
freedom to choose something else. However the radical
difference is that he knew right from the beginning his
father’s vow and he chose that. The phrase ‘let this be
done to me’ (verse 37) is the heart of their understanding
of the God’s will. This girl and our Lord chose to be done
by the chaotic waves of life.

Dear brothers and sisters let us not to lose heart
when we see and know that we are the tragic victims
of others decisions. Let us accept this side of our story
thoughtfully and willingly. The text says that ‘it became
a custom in Israel’ (verse39) to remember this girl and it
is certainly the way we remember our Lord. May we be
remembered in this way. May we remember this story
when we feel victimised.

1 According to the Scholars there are two ways of knowing this text. One is that Jephthah has literally sacrificed his daughter and the other one

says that he in fact dedicated her to the service of the tabernacle. However this article is not trying to take side with either of them. The thrust

of this article is the painful fact of accepting somebody else’s decision for our lives which change our course of history.
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